uth will prevail.” 


CITY OF NAUVOO, 


Awful assassination of JOSEPH we 

HYRUM SMITH!I—The pledged faith 

the State of illinois stained with 

cent blood by a Mob! Z 

On Monday the 24th inst., after Gov. Ford 
had sent word, that those eighteen persone de 
manded on a warrant, among whom were Jc 
seph Smith and Hyrum Smith should be protect- 
ed, by the militia of the State, they in compa 
ny with some ten of twelve o:hers, started fo 
Carthage. Four miles from that place, they 
were met by Capt. Dunn, w:th a company of 
cavalry, who had an order from the Governo 
forthe “State Arms.” Gen. Smith endorsed 
his acceptance of the same, and both partie 
returned to Nauvoo to obtain said arms. Af. 
ter the arms were obtained, both parties too 
up the Jine of march for Carthage, where they 
arrived about five minutes before twelve 0’ 

clock at night: Capt. Dunn nobly acquiting' 
himself, landed us safely at Hamilton’s Hotel. 

In the motning we saw the Governor, an¢ 
he pledged the faith of the State, that we should 
be protected. Gen. Smith and his brothe 

Hyrum were arrested by a warrant foundec 
upon the oaths of H. O. Norton and Augus- 
tine Spencer for treason. Knowing the threat 
from several persons, that the two Sniitkes 
should never leave Carthage’alive, we all bega 
to be alarmed for their personalsafety. The Gov 
and Gen. Deming conducted them before the 
McDonough troops and introduced them a 
Gen. Joseph Smith and Ges. Hyrum Smith. 
This mancuvre came néar raising a mutiny 
among the “Carthage Greys,” but the Gover 
‘nor quelled it. 

‘In the afiernoon, after great exertions o 
the part of our counsel, we dispensed with ar 
investigation, and voluntarily gave bail for ov 
appearance to the Cirenit Court, to answer it 
\ the case of abating the Nauvoo Expositor, as@ 
nuisance. 

At evening Justice made outa mittimu 
without au investigation, and committed thi 
two Gen. Smiths to prison until discharged b 

due course of law, and they were safety guard. 
ed to jail. In the morning the Governor went 
to the jeilend had an interview with the 
men, and to every appearance all things wer 

explained om beth sides. 

Bheconstable then went to take these 
jail, before’ the Justice for examing 
Whe refused to let them 


5 measures taken. 


by dus course of law; but the Governor’s 
troops, to the amount of one or two hundred, 
took them to the Court House, when the hear- 
img was continued till Saturday the 29th, and 
they were remanded to jail. Several of our 
citizens had permits from the Governor to 
lodge with them, and visit them in jail. It 
now began to be rumored by several men, 
whose names will be forthcoming in time, that 
there was nothing against these men, the law could 
not reach them, but powder and ball would! The 
Governor was made acquainted with these 
facts, but on the morning of the 27th, he dis 
banded the McDonough troops, and sent them 
home; took Captain Dunn’s company of Cav- 
alry and proceeded to Nauvoo, leaving these 
two men and three or four friends, to be guard- 
ed by eight men at the jail; and a company in 
town of 60 men, 80 or 100 rods from the jail, as 
& corps in reserve. 

About six o’clock in the afternoon the guard 
was surprised by am armed Mob of from 150 
to 250, painted red blazk and yellow, which 
surrounded the jail, forced in—poured a show- 
er of bullets into the room where these dnfor- 
tunate men were held, ‘in durance vile,” to 
answer te the laws of Illinois; under the sol- 
emn pledge of the faith of the Btate, by Gov. 
Ford, that they should be protected! but the mob 
ruled!! ‘They fellas Martyrs amid this torna- 
do of lead, each receiving four bullets! John 
Taylor was wounded by four bullets in his 
timbs but not seriously; Thus perishes the 
hope of lew; thus vanishes the plighted faith 
of the state; thus the blood of innocence stains 
the constituted authorities of the United States, 
and thus have two smong the most noble mar- 
tyrs since the slaughter of Abel, sealed the 

ruth of their divine mission, by being set bya 


Mod for their religion! 
Messengers were dispatehed to Negi, but 
ing wae one ofthe letters: 

* . 12 @elock at night 27tiJune, 

Carthage, Hamilton’s Tavern. 

AND MAJ, GEN, DUNHAM, &c— 

The Governor has just arrived; says al! 

things shall be inquired iato, and, Fight 

to all the citizens of Nauvoo, 

be still, and know that God.svignes «Dat 

out of the city—dan’t mah to 


did not reach there till morning, The follow- 
TO MRS. EMMA SMITH, 
and ber. phepated foe 


TIMES AND SEASONS, 
| 


Missouri mobbers. The Governor will render 
every assistance possible—has sent out orders 
or troops—Joseph and Hyrum are dead, but ne 
by the Carthage people—the guards were true 
as I believe. 

We will prepare to move the bodies as soor 
as possible. 

The people of the county are greatly excited, 
and fear the Mormons will come out and take 
vengeance—I have pledged my word the Mor- 


mong will stay at home as soon as they can be 


informed, and no violence will be on their part, 
ari say to my brethren in Nauvoo, in the name 
of the Lord—be still—be patient—only let such 
friends as choose come here to see the bodies— 
Mt. Taylor’s wounds are dressed & not seriou 


Tam sound. 
WILLARD RICHARDS, 


JOHN TAYLOR, 
SAMUEL H. SMITH. 
Defend yourselves until protection can be fur- 
nished necessary, June 27th, 1844. 
THGMAS FORD, Governor 


and Commander in chief. 
Mr. Onxson Spencer, 


Dear Sir:—Please deliberate on this matter} 
prudence may obviate material destruction. I 
was at my residence whemthis horrible crime 
was committed. It will be condemned by three 
fourths of'the citizens of the county—be quiet 
or you will be-attacked from Missouri. 

M. R. 

The Governor, as wellas ‘he citizens o 
Carthage, was thunder-struck! and fied. 

The Legion in Nauvoo, was called out at 10 
A. M. and addressed by Judge Phelps, Col 
Buckmaster, of Alton, the Governor's aid, and 
others, and all excitement and fury allayed 
and preparations- were made to receive th 

bodies of the noble mariyrs. About 3 e’clock 
they were met by a great assemblage of people 
east of the Temple on Mulholland street, un- 
det the direction of the city Marshal, followedi: 
by Samuel H. Smith, the brother of the de 
ceased, Dr. Richards snd Mr. Hamilton, ¢ 
Oprthage. The wagons. were guarded by 8 
mén. The procession that followed in Nau- 
voo, wes the City Council, the Lieut. Gener 
val’s Staff, the’ Major General and steff, the 
*Bngadier General and staff, commanders and 
officers of the Legion and citizens generally, 
which numbered several thousands, smid the 
most solémh lamentations and woilings that 
ever swtended into the @are of the Lord of 
Hosts be avenged of our enemies! 
 ““Whenthe procession arrived the bodi 
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Judge Phelps, Woods and Reed Faqs. of-Iows, 
andCol. Markham. It wasa vast assemblage 
of some 8 or 10,000 persons, and. with one unit- 

d voice resolved to trust to the law for a reme- 
dy of such a high handed assassinatian,. and 


when that failed to.call upon God to avenge us | 


of our wrongs!.. Oh!. widows and orphans !— 
Oh! Antericane weep for the glory of freedom 
departec! 


STATEMENT OF FACTS! 

,Aft.the request of many persons who wish 
that the truth may go forth to the world in re- 
Fation to the late murder of Joseph and Hyrum 
Smith, by a band of lawless assassins, I have 
consented to make a statement of the facts s0 
farsas they have eome to my knowledge, in an 
authentic shape, as one of the attorneys em- 
ployed to defend the said Smiths against the 
charges brought against them,and other per- 
yons at Carthage, in the State of Illinois: 
_ On Monday the 24th inet., at the request of 
Gen Joseph Smith I left Fort Madison. in the 
Territory of Iowa, and arrived at Carthage 
where l expected to meet the General, his bro- 
ther Hyrum and the other persons implicated 
with them; they arrived at Carthage late at 
nighs and next morning voluntarily surrender- 
ed themselves to the constable, Mr.. Beétters- 
worth, who. held the writ against them on a 
charg: of riot, tor destroying the presse, tvpe 
and fixtures of the Nauvoo Expositor, the prop- 
erty of William and Wilson Law, and other 
dissenters, to have beea’destroyed on 
the 10th inst. 

Great excitement prevailed in the eounty of 
Hancock, and had extended to many of the 
surrounding counties. A large number o! 
the militia of several counties were under earns 
at Carthage, the Head Quarters of the eom- 
manding Gen, Deming; and many other troops 
were under arms at Warsaw and other place, 
in the neighborheod. ‘The Governor was a! 
Head Quarters in person, for the purpose of 
seeing that the laws of the land were exccuted 


and had pledged his own faith and the faith of 


the State of Illinois that. the Smiths and the 
other persons concerned with them shoutd be 
protected from pereonal violence, ifthey would 
surrencer themselvesto be dealt with/accord. 
ing te law.. Duringthe two succeeding days, 
hie Excellency repeatedly expressed.to the le- 
ral counseljors of the Smiths his determinstion 
to protect the ‘prisoners and to see that they 
hould havea fair.and ‘impartial examination 


were both teken into the ‘Nauvoo 


Ahe ecoué Gt the Mussion ounnot be deserit 
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rum were both arrested on a charge of treason 
against the State of Illinois. The affidavits up- 
on which the writs issued were made by Henry 
0. Norton and Augustine Spencer. 

Or Tuesday afternoon the two Smiths and 
other persons on the charge of riot, appeared 
before RR. F. Smith, a justice of the peace, re- 
siding at Carthage, and by advice of counsel, 
in order to prevent if possible, any increase o 
excitement, voluntarily entered ipto recogniz- 
ance in the sum of five hundred dollars each 
with unexceptienable security, lor their appear- 
ance at the next term of ihe crenit court forjsaid 
county. The whole number of persons recog- 
nized ie fifteen, most if not all of them leading 
men in the Mormon church. 

Making out the bonds and justifying bail 
necessarily consumed considerable time, and 
when this was done it was near night, and th 
Justice adjourned his court over withovt call- 
ing on the Smiths to answer to the charge o 
treason, or even intimating to their counsel or 
the prisoners, that they were expected to enter 
into the examination that night. Ip less than 
an hour after the adjournment of the court, 
constable Bettersworth who had arrested the 
prisoners in the morning appeared at Hamil- 
ton’s Hotel, at the lodgings of the prisoners 
and their counsel and insisted that the Smiths 
should goto jail, Mr. Woods of, Burlington, 
lowa, and myself, as counsel for the prisoners, 
insisted that they were entitled to be drought 
before the justice for examination before they 
could be sent to jail.. The constable to our 
surprise, thereupon exhibited a mittimus fram 
said justice as follows: 

STATE OF ILLINOIS, 
Hancock couuty. 4}. 

The people of the State of Illinois to.the 
keeper of the Jail of the said county, greeting: 
Whereas Joseph Smith and Hyrum Smith o 
the county aforesaid have been arrested upon 
the oath of Augustine Spencer and Henry O. 
Nortan, for the crime of treason, and has been 
brought before me asa Justice of the Peacein 
and for said county, for-tria! at the seat of jus- 
tice thereof, which trial has been neeessaril y 
postponed by reason of the absence of material 
witnesses, to wit: Francis.M. Higbee and oth. 
era; Therefore I command you in the name ¢ 
the people to receive the said Joseph Smith and 
Hyrum Smith into your custody in the jail of 
the county aforesaid, there to remain until dis 


charged by due course of law. 
vem. under my hand and seal, this 25th 


A. D. 1844. 

‘as R. F. SMITH, J. P. [L. 8.] 
Excéflepey did not think it within the 


ers were removed from their lodgings to jail.— 
The recitals of the mittimus ao far as they re- 
late to the prisoners having been brought be- 
tora the justice for trial, and it there appearing 
that the necessary witnesa of the prosecution 
were absent,.is wholly untrue, unless the pris- 
oners could have appeared before the justice 
without being present in person or by counsel ; 
or is there any law of Illinois within. my 
knowledge which permits a justice to commit 
persons charged with crimes, to jail without 
examination as to the probability of their guilt. 
On Wednesday torenoon the Governor in 
company with one of his friends, visited the 
prisoners at the jail, and again assured them 
thatthey should be protected from violence, 
nd told them ‘that if the troops marched the 
next morniag to Nauvoo as his excellency then 
expected they should be taken along in order 
to insure their personal safety. 

On the same morning, some one or more of 
the counsel for the.prosecution, expressed 
their wish to me, that the priseners should be 
brought out of jail for examination; they 
were answered that the prisoners had already 
been committed, and that the justice and con- 
stable.had no further control of the prisoners; 
and that.if the prosecutors wished the prison- 
ers brought out of jail, they should bring them 
out on a writ of Habeas Corpus or some other 
due courseof law. The constable after this 
conversation went to the jail with the follow- 
jng order to the jailor: 

BTATEOF ILLINOIS, 
Hancock County. 


To David Betterswotth, constable of said 
count 
You are commanded to bring the bodies of 


Joseph Smith and Hyrum Smith from the jail 
of said county, forthwith before me at my of- 
ice for an examination on the charge ef- trea- 
on, they having been committed for safe 
keeping until trial could be had on such ex- 
mination andthe state now being ready for 
juch examination, 
Given vnder my hand and seal this 26th day 
of June, 1844. 
(Signed,) R. F. SMYTH: J.P. [LS. 
And demanded the prisoners, butes the jailor 
could find no law authorizing a ‘justice of the: 
peace, to demand prisoners committed to his 
charge, he refused to-give-them np, vont dis- 
charged from his eustody by due courseoflaw. 
pon the refusal to give up the prisoners, the . 
company of Carthage Greys .marched to the 
jail, by whose orders I know not, sné comipell- 
ed the jailor against his will and conyietion 
of duty, to deliver the prisoners 
bie who, forthwith, cook 
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Smith, the Captain of the Carthage Greys.—~ 
The counsel for prisoners then appeared, an¢ 
asked for subpcnas for witnesses on the pa 
of the prisoners, and expressed their wish 
go into the examination, as the witneese 
could be brought from Nauvoo to Carthage; 
the justice thereupon fixed the examination 
for 12 o’clock, on Thursday the 27th inst 
whereupon, the prisoners were remanded t 
prison. Soon after a council of the military 
officers was called by the Governor, and it 
was determined to march on the next morning; 
the 27th inst. to Nauvoo, with all the troops, 
except one company which was to be selected 
by the Governor from the troops whose fidelity 
was more to be relied on to guard the prisonerg 
whom it was determined should be left at Cars 
thage. On Thursday morning, another consul- 
tation of officers took placc, and the former or 
ders for marching to Nauvoo with the whol 
army, were countermanded. One company 
were ordered to accompany the Governor, to 
Nauvoo; the Carthage Greys, who had but twe 
days before been under arrest fur insulting the 
commanding General, and whose conduct had 
been more hostile to the prisoners, than that of 
any other company, were selected to guard the 
prisoners, and the other troops including thos 
rendezvoused at Golden’s Point, from Warsaw 
and who had been promised that they should 
‘be marched to Nauvoo, were disbanded. A 
guard of only eight men was stationed at the 
jail, whilst the rest of the Greys were in camp 
ata quarter of a mi‘e’s distance, and whilst his 
Excellency washaranguing the peacable cit 
zens of Nauvoo, and asking them to give up all 
their own arms, the assassins were murdering 
the prisoners in jail, whom the Governor had 
. pledged himself and the faith of the mate to 


protect. 


H. T. REID. 
At the request of the friends, of Joseph and 
Hyrum Smith, I have consented to give a state- 


ment of such matters as I had a knowledge of ia 
relation to their murder at Carthage, and what 
occurred under my observation. I arrived ip 
Nauvoo from Burlington, Iowa, on Friday, 
June 21, about 9 o’clock, P. M., found afl 
things quiet, had an interview on Saturday 
morning the 22d, with Joseph and Hyrum 


Smith, who was in consultation with some of 


_ their friends in relation to a communication 

from Gor. Ford: during the interview heasf 

Gen, Joseph Smith gfve orders to disband the 
and sen 


win 
co-operating with the police to 


ord; Nauvoo to Car 


that f went 


of the be said by 


thage on the evening of the 22d, when I had an 
interview with Gov. Ford, assuring him as to 


mthe quiet of Nauvoo, and that Smith and his 
befriends were ready to obey the laws. I was told 
tmthat the constable with a posse had that eve- 


ning gone to Nauvoo with a writ for Smith and 
others, and that nothing short of an uncondition- 
al surrender to the laws could allay the excite- 
ment. I was then informed by Gov. Ford he 
was pledged to protect all such persons as might 
be arrested, and that they should have an im- 
partial examination, and thatifthe Smiths and 
the rest against whom warrants had been is- 
sued, would come to Carthage by Monday the 
24th inst., (June,) it would be a compliance on 
their part, and on Sunday morning the 23d, Gov. 
Ford pledged his word that if Gen. Smith would 
come to Carthage, he should by him be protec- 
ted, with such of his friends as might accom- 
pany him, and that I as his counsel should have 
protection, in defending Smith; that I returned 
to Nauvoo on Sunday evening the 23d, and | 
found Gen. Joseph and Hyrum Smith making 
preparations to go to Carthage on Monday; and 
on Monday morning the 24th, I left the city of 
Nauvoo in company with the two Smiths, and 
some fifteen other persons, parties and witness- 
es, for Carthage. We were met by a company 
of about 60 men under Capt. Dunn; that at the 
request of Gen. Joseph Smith, I advanced and 
communicated with the commander of the con- 
pany, and was informed he was on his way to 
Nauvoo, with an order from Gov. Ford for the 
State Arms at that place, that it was agreed by 
myself on behalf of Gen. ‘Smith, that the order 
for the arms should be endorsed by Gen. Smith; 
and that he should place himself under the pro- 
tection of Capt. Dunn, to return to Nauvoo and 
see the Governor’s order promptly obeyed and 

eturn with Capt. Dunn to Carthage; Capt. 
Dunn plédging his word as a military man, that 


‘Smith and his friends should be protected, that 


the order was endorsed by Gen. Smith, which 

s communicated by Capt. Dunn, to Gov. 
Ford, with a letter from Gen. Smith, informing 
the Governor that he would accompany Capt. 
Dunn to Carthage. 

I left the company and proceeded to Carthage; 
hat about 12 o’clock at night of the 24th, Cap- 
in Dunn returned with the State Arms from 
Nauvoo; accompanied by Joseph and Hyrum. 
and some 13 others, who were charged with 4 
riot in destroying the printing press of the Nav- 
voo Expositor; that on the morning of the 25th, 
Joseph and Hyram Smith, with the other 
charged, surrendered theinselves to the const: 
He, and at the same time that Joseph’ and’ Hy- 
Smith were arrested op charge Of treaso: 

the State of Tino at about 8 
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p.-M. on the 28th, the justice proceeded Teal 
to the examination in relation to the riot and af 
lis 7 a good deal of resistance on the part of the met 


pot then in command ; and by intimidation and 
hreats, forced the jailor to give up the prison- 
rs to the constable, who took them before the 


‘Id secution, we were permitted to enterintoa re-Mfjustice, R. F. Smith, at the Court House, that 
e- cognizance to answer at the next term of theffn the motion of the counsel for the prisoners, 
nd Circuit Court, that we were engaged until darkiithe examination was postponed until the 27th, 
n- in making out and giving our recognizances, M42 o'clock, and subpenas issued for witnesses 
e- that in consequence of the rumors as to the ex-Hign the defence. The two Smiths were then re- 
he citement in Warsaw and other points, and tofimanded to jail and orders were issued for a 
ht allay the fears of the citizens of Nauvoo, I re-Migomsultation of the officers, with the comman- 
m- quested Gov. Ford to detail a company to Nau-Bifer-in-chief, and it was determined that the 


nd voo, to protect the city, which request was 
is- promply complied with, and that night Capt. 
he HM Singleton, with a company of men from Mc- 
On Donough county marched to Nauvoo and too 
v. possession of the city and remained until the 
id evening of the 27th, when they took up theirfitinued the hearing until that time, without con- 
a line of march for Carthage. ting either their prisoners or the counsel ;that 
- After the matter ot the riot was disposed of Mon the morning of the 27th, the order for march- 
the justice lett, without saying any thing in re-™ing to Nauvoo, was countermanded, and all the 
lation to the examination for treason, and injgtroops disbanded but the company under Capt. 
about one hour the constable returned with ajjSingleton at Nauvoo, Capt. Dunn’s company of 
ng mitimus, a copy of which accompanies the#fhorse, and the Carthage Greys, that the Gov- 
statement of my colleague, H. T. Reid, a copyMernor determined to visit Nauvoo, escorted by 
of of which was demanded and refused; that I re-MCapt. Dunn’s compaay; and the Carthage 
quested the officer to wait until I could seeMGreys were left as a guard for the prisoners. at 
Gov. Ford, and was told he would wait five—ithe jail, that afterthe troops were disbanded, 
ny minutes, and as I went to the door I met Capt.@I requested Gov. Ford to detail some men to 
Dunn with some twenty men to guard the pris-Miguard the rout to Warsaw, as I apprehended 


sroops should take up a line of march at 8 0’- 
block, on the morning of the 27th, for Nauygo, 
bod after the consultation, the justice, who was 
bne of the officers in command, altered the re- 
furn of the subpenas until the 29th, and con- 


" oners to jail; that I accompanied Gov. Ford to#imuch danger from that place, but I do not 
Pt the justice, R. F. Smith, who gave as a causelknow whether it was done or not, as I left Car- 
‘. for issuing the warrant of committal, that thelithage about 11 o’clock, A. M., and came to 
“ prisoners were not personally safe at the hotel. Nauvoo; that Gov. Ford and his aid, Col. Buck- 
jer I then requested the Governor to have a com- master, escorted by Capt. Dunn’s company, ar- 
h: pany detailed to guard the jail, which wa ived in Nauvoo about 6 o’clock, P. M., where 
“ done, and they arrived at the jail about theme addressed the Cosene, and promiagd them 
nd same time as the prisoners. On the morning protection, and a Jeet execution of the laws, 
nd of the 28th, the Governor visited the jail injgand immediately left the city for Carthage. 
rt. company witha friend, at which interview the JAMES W. WOODS, 
sat Governor again pledged himeelf for their per. Attorney at Law, of Burlington, lowa. 
at sonal aafety, and said if the troops went to Nau- a 
ch voo, as was then contemplated,that they shouldgTO THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE - 
rv. go along to ensure their protection, that afte ILLINOIS. 
ng the interview at the jail, the counsel for thei 1 desire to make a brief but trué statement of 
pt. prosecution wanted the prisoners brought be- Min. recent disgraceful affair at Carthage, in re- 
fore the justice for an examination, to which gard to the Smiths, so far as circumstances 
re; the counsel for the prisoners replied, that they nave come to my knowledge. The Smiths, Jo- 
p- were committed until discharged by due course™, ph and Hyrum, have been assassinated in jail, 
ym of law, and that we could do nothing untiltheBipyy whom it is not kaown, but will be ascer- 
m. prisoners were legally before the court, wherei ned. I pledged myself for their safety, and 
a we would appear and defend; that,the justice, Myon the assurance of that pledge, they surren- 


R. F. Smith gave the constable an order 
th, copy of which accompanies the statement o 
ers H. T.. Reid, Esq.,) for the jailor to deliver up 
ta- the ptigeners, which the jailor refused to do;— 
y- that {88 constable then repaired to the jai! with 
oo) company ealied “Carthage Greys,” of whom 


sd as prisoners. The Mormons surrendered 
he public arma in their possession, and the 
[Nauvoo Legion submitted to the command’ of 

t. Singleton, of Brown county _deputed 
th by me. All these 
the old citizens 


; the peace against all breakers of the same, at 


to allay jealousy and excitement in their minds 
It appears however that the compliance of the 
Mormons with every requisition made upon 
them, failed of that purpose. The pledge of 
security to the Smiths, was not given upon my 
individual reponsibility. Before I gave it, I 
obtained a pledge of honor by a unanimous 
vote from the officers and men under my com- 
mand, to sustain me in performing it. If th 
assassination of the Smifhs was committed by 
any portion of these, they have added treache- 
ry to murder, and have done all they could te 
disgrace the state, and sully the public honor. 
On the morning of the day the deed was com- 
mitted, we had proposed to march the army 
under my command into Nauvoo. I had how- 
ever discovered on the evening before, that 
nothing but utter destruction of the city would 
satisfy a portion of the troops; and that ‘if we 
marched into the city, pretexes would not b 
wanting for commencing hostilities. The Mor- 
mons had done every thing required, or which 
ought to have been required of them. Offen 
sive operations on our part would have been as 


| unjast and disgraceful, as they would have been 


impolitic, in the present critical season of the 
year. the harvest andthe crops. For these rea- 
sons I decided in a council of officers, to dis- 
band the army, except three companies, two of 
which were reserved as a guard for the jail.— 
With the other company I marched into Nau 
voo, to address the inhabitants there, and tell 
them what they might expect in case thev d 
signedly or imprudently provoked a war. I per 
formed this duty as I think plainly and emphat- 
ically, ami then set out to return to Carthage. 
When I had marched about three miles, a mes- 
senger informed me of the occurrences at Car- 
thage. I hastened on to that place. The guard 
it is said, did theirduty but were overpowered. 
Many of the inhabitants of Carthage had fled 
with their families. Others were preparing to 
got LIapprehended danger to the settlements 


- from the sudden fury and passion of the Mor- 


mons and sanctioned their movements in this 
respect. 

General Deming volunteered to remain with 
few troops to observe the progress of events, to 
defend property against small numbers, and with 
orders to retreat if menaced by a superior force. 
I decided to proceed immediately to Quincy, td 
prepare a force sufficient to suppress disorders 
in ease it should ensue from the foregoing trans 
_ctions or from any othercause. I have hope: 
nat the Mormons will make no further difficul 
1 may be mistaken. The other par 
he satisfied. They may recom 


aggression. I am determined to preserve 


hazards. I think present circumstances war- 
rant the precaution, ofhaving competent force 
at my disposal, in readiness to march ata mo- 
ments warning. My position at Quincy will 
enable me toget the earliest intelligence, and 
to communicate orders with greater celerity. 

I have decided to issue the following general 
orders: 

Heap QUARTERS, 
Quincy, June, 29, 1844. 

It is ordered that the commandants of regi- 
ments in the counties of Adams, Marquette, 
Pike, Brown, Schuyler, Morgan, Scott, Cass, 
Fulton and McDonough, and the regiments 
composing Gen. Stapp’s brigade, will call their 
respective regiments and battalions together im- 
mediately upon the receipt of this order, and 
proceed by voluntary enlistment to enrol as 
many men as can be armed in their respective 
regiments. They will make arrangements for a 
campaign of twelve days, and will provide 
themselves with arms, amunition, and provis- 
ions accordingly, and hold themselves in readi- 
ness immediately to march upon the receipt of 
further orders. 

The independent companies of riflemen, in- 
fantry, cavalry, and artillery in the above nam- 
ed counties, and in the county of Sangamon 
will old themselves in readiness in like man- 
ner. THOMAS FORD, 

Governor, and commander-in-chief. 
SIGNS OF PEACE. 

Colonel Fellows and Captain Jonas are re- 
quested to proceed by the first boat to Nauvoo 
and ascertain what is the feeling, disposition, 
and determination of the people there, in refer- 
ence tothe late disturbances, ascertain whether 
any of them propose in any manner to revenge 
themselves, whether any threats have been 
used, and what is proposed generally, to be 
done by them. They are also requested to re- 
turn to Warsaw and make similar enquiries 
there; ascertain how far false rumors have been 
put afloat for the purpose of raising forces; what 
is the purpose of the militia assembled, whether 
any attack is intended on Nauvoo. Ascertain 
also, whether any persons from Missouri or 
Iowa intend to take part in the matter, and in 
my name forbid any such interference, without 
my request, on pain of being demanded for pun- 
ishment. A 

(Signed, ) THOMAS FORD. 

June 30th, 1844. ‘ 

July 1, 1 
To the City Council of Nauvoo: 

Gentlemen:— With this, you will: receive a 

copy of instructions, from Gov. Pod 
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You will understand from them, what ‘we ‘de-@jassassine,'we will uphold hist, and the law by 


sire from you in action on your part,—as the 
only authorities of your city now known to the 
country, of such a character es will pacify the 
public mind and satisfy the Governor ot yo 
determination to sustain the supremacy of the 
laws, will, we are sure, be gratifying to him, 
and as much so to. 
Yours respectfully, 
HART FELLOWS, 
A. JONAS. 


Ata meeting of thé City Council, held in 
the Council Room, in the city of Nauvoo, on 
the first day of July, 1844, having ‘received in- 
structions from Gov. Ford, through the agency 
of A. Jonas, Esq. and Col. Fellows, it was 


unanimously, 


Resolved, For the purpose of ensuring peace 
and promoting the welfare of the county of 
Haucock, and surrounding country, that we 
will rigidly, sustain the laws, and the Governor 
of the state, so long as they, and he, sustain us 
in all our constitutional rights. 


Resolved, secondly, That to carry the ferego- 
ing resolutions into.complete effect, that inae- 
much as the Governor has taken from us the 
public arms, that we solicit of him to do the 
saine with all the rest of the public arms of the 
state, 


Resolved, thirdly, To further secure the 
peace, friendship and happiness of the people, 
and allay the | ovens that now exists, we 
will reprobate private revenge on the assassin- 
ators of General Joseph Smith, and General 
Hyrum Smith, by any of the Latter day Saints. 
Thatinstead of ‘tan appeal to arms,” we ap- 
peal to the majesty of the Jaw, and will be con- 
tent with whatever judgment it shall award; 
and should the law fail, we leave the matter 
with God. 


Resolved, unanimously, That this City Coun. 
cil, pledge themselves for the city of Nauvoo, 
that no agressions by the citizens of said city, 
shall be made on the citizens of the surround- 
ing country, but we invite them, as friends, 
and neighbors to use the Savior’s golden rule, 
and ‘do unto others as they would have others 
do unto them,” and we will da likewise. 


Resolved, \as:iy, That we highly approve ¢ 
the present public pacific courseof the Gover 
nor to allay excitement, and restore 
among the citizensof the country, and while 
he does so, and will use his influence to stop all 
vexmious proceedings in law, until confidence 
a testeped, so that the citizens of Nauvao, caa 
te) or any other place for trial, 

heute 4 themselves to the violence o 


same with a hearty 


thousand. false rumors of danger, fpr . 


all honorable means. 
GEO. W. HARRIS, pree’t pro-tem. 
WILLARD. RICHARDS, Recorder. 
1. Jonas Esq. , and Col, Fellows: 
Messrs :—In reply to your communication to 
the City Council of the city of Nauvoo, on be- 
half of his Excellency Gov. Ferd, I have been 
instrueted by the council to communicate the 
foregoing revolutions which I respectfully ec- 
licit for your consideration, and at the same 
time would inform you that a publio-meeting 
of our citizens will take place at the stand east 
of the Temple, at 4 P. M. and solicit your at- 
tendance. 
Most respectfully, 
your ob’t serv’!, 
W. RICHARDS. 


PUBLIC MEETING. 

At a meeting of a large portiom of the - citi- 
zens of Nauvoo, convened at the stand, in the 
afternoon of July 1, 1844, after hearing the 
above instructions, and resolutions of the City 
Council read, and being addressed by A. Jonas, 
Esq., and others, the meeting responded to the 
The citizens .then 
od a vote of thanks to the Governor’s agents 
for their kindly interferrncein favor of peace 


among the citizens of Hancock county and élse- 


yhere around us. They also passed a vote of 
thanks to Messrs. Wood and Reid, the counsel 
for the Gen’s. Smiths for their great exertions 
to have even-handed justice meeted to the Latter 
Day Saints; and they also passed a vote of thanks 
to Messrs. Chambers and Field, the former, one 
of the editors of the “Missouri Republi¢an,” 
and the latter, one of the editors of the “Reveil- 
le,” of St, Louis, for their honorable course .of 
coming to Nauvoo for facts,instead of spreading 
rumors concerning the Latter Day Saints. Mr. 
Chambers made a very appropriate speech con- 
taining inuendoes for the benefit of our ¢ifizens, 
that appeared as the wise man said, “Lim AP- 
PLES OF GOLD, IN PICTURES OF SILVER.” , They 
also passed a voteof thanksto Messrs. Wood 
and ;Conyers, Mayor, and Ex-Mayor of Quin- 
cy, for their friendly disposition in establishing 


Heap QUARTERS, ? 
Quincy, June 30th, 1844. § 


Sir:—It is-ey present Opinion that the Mor- 
mons will not commit any further outbreak, and 

bat no further alarm need be apprehended. 1 
regret to learn that the party in. Haneock ,who 
are in favor of violent meaeures, have 


peace in this region, and we are happy to say 
AMithat all appears‘to be Peace at Nauvoo. 
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pose of getting men together, without my au- 
thority, hoping that when assembled, they ma 
be ready to join in their violent councils; this 
is a fraud upon the country and must not be en 
dured. 

I am afraid the people of Hancock are fast 
depriving themselves of the sympathy of their 
fellow eitizens, and of the world. I strictly 
order and enjoin on you that you permit no at- 
tack on Nativoo, or any of the people, withou 
my authority. I think it would be best to dis- 
band your forces, unless it should be necessary 
to retain them to suppress violence on either 
side, of this you must be the judge at present. 

I direct that you immediately order all per- 
sons from Missouri and Iowa to leave the camp 
and return to their respective houses without 
delay. 

1 direct also that you cause all mutinous per- 
sons, and all persons who advise tumultuous 
proceedings to be arrested; and that you take 
energetic measures to stop the practice of spread- 
ing false reports put in circulation to inflam 
the public mind. 


my family, the let of April, 1644. On our way 
I labored some time in BeavefGe. Pa., and 
baptised fourteen, left many believittg, some of 
whom have since beer baptised, and ere now 
n Nauvoo. 
' Yours in the new covenant, 

ELIJAH SWACKHAMER. 


Jefferson Co., N. Y., April 19th, 1844- 
Bro. Tayior: 
As we are about to leave this 


place for Halifax, Nova Scotia, we deem it 
proper to give you a brief account of our mis- 
sion thus far: 

We have labored in this part of the vine- 
yard, seven months, and have baptised, 109; 
we with thankful hearts can truly say, the 
Lord has blessed us with his spirit, and also, 
hose whom, through our instrumentality. he 
has brought to an understanding and know!l- 
edge of the truth: a great number have ob- 
tained the Heavenly gifts, such as, tongues, 
interpretation, prophecy, and visions; also, 
manv of the sick have been healed by the lay- 


ing on of hands, which strengthens the faith of 
(Signed, ) the saints, and increases the hatred of the wick- 


: : ed, with the hireling priests at their head. 
To Brig. Gea. Deming, Carthage, Mil. The brethren nine full faith and con- 
fidence, in Joseph Smith, as a prophet, also, as 
a suitable candidate for the Presidency of the 
United States, and will support him heart and 
Naw.00, June 13, 1844. Bana, 
The desire of our hearts, ana poores to God, 
is, for the welfare of Zion. 
Yours in the covenant, 
BENJAMIN BROWN. 
JESSE W. CROSBY. 


COMMUNICATIONS. 


Bro. 
It is about four years since I 
embraced the fulness of the everlasting gospel. 
About two years after this I commenced 
preaching the doctrine in New Germantown, 
New Jersey, where I baptised two. From 
thence ¥ wentto Bangor, Maine, where, and in 
the vicinity of which, with Elder Aaron Blake 
I labored about four months. We held 147 
meetings, disposed of 389 books, baptised 15;Mof its merits. He began by detailing the great 
and orgenized a branch of the church in the—igood that had heen dome by the bible, God be- 
city of Bangor, of eleven members, by ordain-Ming the author; and, said he, the devil seeing 
ing one elder, and one priest. In most of the—ithis, determined to have a bible of his own also; 
places where we preached and sold our books,Mmbut on examinetion, he felt ashamed of hie 
the doctrine was entirely new to the people;—work, and hid it in Ontario county, N. Y.— 
but when they examined their bibles, they#{But Joe Smith dug it up, and published it asa 
found that what we proclaimed wes contained Revelation from God.” 
therein, therefore we left many believing. Inpiax vs Meruopist.—An old methodist 
ter thie we came to Boston; where I left broth-—priest, after hearing a Mormon preacher ex- 
et Blake. From thence went to Newark, N.Bplein a great many passages of scriptnre, be- 
J., where I found five or six members, and one|fyond the power of contradiction, very sagely 
priest, but fo meetings bed been held by them#fremarked to an old Indian, that the bible, with 
for along time. commenced preaching 
which I continued fersome weeks, and by the 
favor of the Lotd, baptised eleven, organized 
them branch, by ordaining two elders, 
one Wid one teacher. After this I per- 


‘An old Indian having attended a Mormon 
meeting and heard oneof its advocates extol 
Mormonism, was requested to give his opinion 


had done mucb good, and that the devil had 
written a counterfeit bible, but being ashamed: 


tion. The old 


God for its author, inthe bands of missionaties. 


ofit, hid it in Ontario county 
Smith dug it up aad published. 


2. 


| 
4 
poséd thoving to’ Naavoo, where J arrived with 


sionary cross sea and land to make one prose- 
lyte, and make him two fold more the child of 
hell than he was before,” ‘while the good book 
say, (ruth shall spring owt of the earth.”—Eb. 


TIMES AND SEASONS, 


CITY OF NAUVOO, 


MONDAY, JULY 1, 1844 


TO THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF 
LATTER DAY SAINTS. 


Deeply impressed for the welfare ofall, while 
mourning the great loss of President Joseph 
Smith, our “prophet and seer,” and President 
Hyrem Smith, our “patriarch,”? we have con- 
sidered the occasion demanded ofus a word of 
consolation. As has been the case in all ages, 
these saints have fallen martyrs for the truth’s 
sake, and their escape from the persecution ofa 
wicked world, in blood to bliss, only strength- 
ens our faith, and confirms our religion, as pure 
and holy. We, therefore, as servants of the 
Most High God, having the Bible,\Book of Mor- 
mon andthe book of Doctrine and Cowenants; 
together with thousands of witnesses, for Jesus 
Christ; would beseech the Latter Day Saints in 
Nauvoo, and elsewhere, to hold fast to the faith 
that has been delivered to them in the last days, 
abiding in perfect law of the gospel. Be 
peaceable, quiet citizens, doing the works of 
righteousness, and as soon as the ,“Twelve” and 
other authorities can assemble, or a majority o 
them, the onward course to the great gathering 
of Israel, and the final consummation of the dis- 
pensation of the fulness of times, will be pointed 
out; so that the murder of Abel; the assassina- 
tion of hundreds; the righteous blood of all the 
holy prophets, from Abel'to Joseph, sprinkled 
with the best blood of the Son of God, as the 
crimson sign of remission, only carries convic- 
tion to the business and bosoms of all flesh, that 
the cause is just and will continue; and blessed 
are they that hold out faithful to the end, while 
apostates, consenting to the shedding of inno- 
cent blood, have no forgiveness in this world nor 
in the world to come. Union is peace, brethren 
and eternal life is the greatest giftof God. Re- 
joice then, that you are found worthy to live 

gié for God: men may kiJl the body, but 
ty hurt the soul, and wisdom shall be 
, of her children: Amen. 
PHELPS, 
W. RICHARDS, 
JOHN TAYLOR, 
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EXPLANATION. 


On account ef the late disturbances and 
troubles, and the assassination of Joseph and 
Hyrum Smith, this number of the “Times and 
Season” has been delayed: and to give our rea- 
ders frome of the pafticulars of these awful 
tragedies, we have theught it advisable to pass 
the June number, and date this July: Thus 
much for explanation. There willbe no loss 
of numbers, only extension of time. . 


THE GATHERING. 

We have been informed that some traveling 
eldeis have taught that the gathering has ceas- 
ec. Those gentlemen are laboring under a 
mistake, as no such doctrine has been taught 
in this city. 


A branch of the church, consisting of nine 
members, was organized on the 27th of April, 
in Lewiston, Niagara Co. N. Y., by Elder 
Walter N. Hurd. Elder John Small, was cho- 
sen president of the branch, und James C. Sly, 
Clerk. 


NOTICE. 
Elder William K. Parshall, is requested to 
return home immediately, as his wife is sick? 
and his family need his assistance. 


The following correspondence is given to the 
public, to show the humanity of mankind, when 
‘elothed with a little brief authority;? and’ the 
heavenly kindness of woman under the most try- 
ing circumstances; and her never ceasing appli- 
cation of the mental powers, to ameliorate the 
condition of suffering innocence. 

There is one portion of the governor’s letter 
relative to the habeas corpus, that merits cen- 
sure. To suppose that the charter did not con- 
tain the power of the writ of habeas corpus over 

ny body, and alllands, where any ordinance 
existed to that effect, and the charter ted 
the power {o make all laws that might be neces- 
sary for the benefit and convenience’ of said city, 
and not repugnant to the constitution of the 
State and United States, is certainly an ebul- 
lition of thought in Governor Carlin, that will 
costhim more REPENTANCE than his office 
ever yielded him pleasure. 


LETTERS OF MRS. EMMA SMITH. TO 
GOVERNOR THOMAS CARLIN, AND 
HIS ANSWERS. 

Navvoo, August 16, 1842, 
To His Excellency, Thomas Carlin: ia 7 
Sin:—Itis with feelings of no ordinary 
nat I have retired after the business of the day 
and evening too, to'address yout honor. I am 
ata loss how to commence; my mid, 
h subjects too 
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one letter. I find myself almost destitute of 
that confidence necessary to ‘address a person 
holding the authority of your dignified and re- 
sponsible office; and I would new offer, as an 
excuse for intruding upon your time and atten- 
tion, the justice of my cause. Was my cause 
the interest of an individual, or of a number of 
individuals, then perhaps I might be justified in 
remaining silent. But itis not! Nor is it, the 
pecuniary interest of a whole community alene, 
that prompts me again to appeal ¢o your Ex- 
cellency. But, dear sir, it is for the peace and 
safety of hundreds, I may safely say, of this 
community, who are not guilty of any offence 
against the laws of thecountry; and also the 
life of my husband; who has not committed any 
crime whatever; neither has he transgressed 
any of the laws, or any part of the constitution 
of the United. States; neither has he at any 
time, infringed upon the rights of any man, or 
of any class of men, or comnrenity ofany de- 
scription. Need I eay he ia not guilty of the 
crime alleged against him by Governor Boggs? 
Indeed it does seem entirely superfluous’ for 
me, or any of his friends in this place, to testi- 
fy to hi@innocence of that critne, when so many 
of the citizens of your place, and of many vth- 
er places in this stete, as wélhasin the ter- 
ritory; do know positively thrt the statemenz of 
Governor Boggs is without the least shadow 
of truth; and we do know, and so do many oth- 
ers, that the prosecution against him, has been 
conducted in an illegal manner; and every act 
demonstrates the fact, that all the design of 
of the prosecution, isto throw him) into the 
power of his snemies without the least ray of 
hepe that he would ever be allowed to obtain 
a fair trinl, and that he would be inhumanly 
and terociously murdered. No person having 
knowledge of the existing circumstances, has 
one remaining doubt; and your honor will re 
colleét that you said to mg, that you would not 
advise Mr. Smith, ever to trust himeelfin Mis- 
souri. And, dear sir, you cannot for one mo- 
met indulge gme unfriendly feeling toward him, 
if he abides by your;council. Then eir, why 
is it that he should be thus cruelly pursued ?— 
Why not give him the privilege of the laws of 
this state. When 1 reflect upon the many 
crgel and illegal operations of Lilburn W,' 
Boggs, end the coneequent sufferings of myself 
and family, and the incalculable losses and 
sofferings of many hundfeds who survived, and; 
tho many precious lives that were loet, all ‘the 
effect of gujust prejudice aud mirguided ambi- 
by misrevresentation and cal- 
; bosem heaves with unutterable an- 
nd who that is as well.acquainted with 
as the people: of the city. 


would censure me, if { should’ say ‘that’ my 
heart ‘burned with just indignation towards 
our calumniators, gs well as the perpetrators of 
thore horrid crimes? Bot how happy would I 
now be to pour out my full heert in gratitude 
to Governor Boggs, ifhe had rose up with the 
dignity andauthority ofthe chief executive of 
the state, and put down every illegal ‘reneac- 
tion and protected the peaceable citizens and 
enterprizing emigrants from the violence of 
plundcring‘out-laws, who have ever been a dis- 
gruce te the atate, and always will, so long as 
they go unpunished. Yes, I say, how heppy 
would I be-te render him not only the grati- 
tude of my own heart, but the cheering effu- 
sions of the joyous souls of fathers and moth. 
ers, of brothers and sisters, widows and or- 
phans, whom he might have saved by sucha 
course, from now drooping under the witber- 
ing hand of adversity, brought upon them by 
the persecutions of wicked and corrupt men .— 
And now may [ entreat your excellency to 
lighten the hand of oppression and persecution, 
which is laid upon me and my family, which 
materially affect the peace ‘and welfare of this 
whole community; for, let me assire you that 
there are many whole families that are entirely 
dependant upon the prosecution and success of 
Mr. Smith’s temporal business for their sup- 
port. Andifhe is prevented from attending to 
the common avocations of life,who will employ 
those innocent and industrious poor people, 
and provide for their wants, ®ut, my dear 
sir, when I recollect the interesting interview, 
IT and my friendshad with you when at yoar 
place, and thé warm assurances you gave us of 
your friendship and legal protection from every 
encroachment upon our legal righte, as loyal 
citizens, as we always have been, stifl are, and 
are determined always to be a law-abiding 
people;-and still assure myéelf that when you 
are fally scquainted with illegat proceedings 
practiced against usin the suit of Governor 
Boggs, you will recall those writs which have 
been issued againsi Mr. Smith and Rockwell, 
as you must be aware that Mr. Smith wae not 
in Missouri, and of’course he could not have 
left there; with many other considerations 
which if duly considered will justify Mr. 
Smith in the course he has taken. And how 
I appeal to your excellency asl would untoa 
father, who is not only able but willing to 
shield me and mine from ‘every unjust prose- 
cution. *¥ appeal to your sympathies and beg 
you to spare me nd my helpless children; T 
beg you to spare my innocent children -the 
heart rendmg sorrow of again seeing their al 
ther unjustly dragged to prison or to I 
appeal to your affections as « oon, a 
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to spare our aged mother, thé only surviving 
parent we have lef, the unsupportable afffic- 
tion of seeing her son, whoshe knows to be 
innocent of the crimes laid to his charge,thrown 
again into the hands ofhis enemies, who have 
so long sought for his life; in whose life and 
proeperity she only looks for the few remaining 
-comforts she can enjoy. Lentreat of your ex- 
cellency to spare us these afflictions, and many 
sufferings which cannot be uttered; and secure 
to yourself the pleasure of doing good, and 
vastly increasing haman happiness; secure to 
yourself the benedic'ion of the aged, and the 
gratitude of the young, and the blessing and 
veneration of the rising generation. 
Respectfully, your most obedient, | 
EMMA SMITH. 


P. S. Sir, I hope you will faver me with an 
answer. E. 8. 


Quovincy, August, 24, 1842. 
Mapam:—Your letter of this date has 
just been handed to me, which recalls to my 
mind your great solicitude in reference to the 
security and welfare of your husband; but I 
need not say, it recalls to my mind the subject 
matter of your solicitude, because that subject, 
- except at short intervals, has rot been absent 
from my mind. I can scorcely furnish yous 
justifiable apology for delaying a reply so long, 
but be assured Madan, it is not for want of re. 
gard for you, and your peace of mind, thet I 
have postpened ; but a crowd of public business. 
whieh has réquired my whole time, together 
with very ill health since the receipt of your 
former letter, and it would be most gratifying 
to my feelings now, if due regard to public du- 
ty would enable me to furnish such areply as 
would fally conform to your wishes—but my 
duty in reference to all demands made by ex- 
ecutives of other states, for the surrender of 
fugitives from justice, appears to be plain and 
simple; consisting entirely of an executive, 
and not a judiciel character, leaving me no 
discretion, or adjudication, ae to the innocence 
or guilt of persons so demanded and charged 
with crime, and it is plain that the constitution 
and laws of the United Statesin reference to 
fugitives from justice, presumes and contem- 
plates, that the laws of the several states, are 
ample to do justice to all who may be charged 
with crime, and the statute of this state simply 
requires, “That whenever the executive of any 
other siate, or of any territory of the United 
States, shall domand of the executive of this 
state, any person as a fugitive from justice, and 
shall have complied with the requisitions « 
act of Congress in that care made and. proy 


(it be the duty of the executive of 


bis wervent under ihe veal o 


this state, to apprehend the said fugitive? &e. 
With the Constitution and laws before me, my 
duty is so plainly merked out, that it would be 
impossible to err, so long as I abstain from usur- 
ping the rights of adjudication, I am aware of 
the strict enforcement of the laws hy an execu- 
tive, or a rigid administration of them’by a fu- 
dicial tribuna!, often results in the hardship to 
those involved, and to yon, it doubtless appears 
to be peculiarly so,in the present case of Mr. 
Smith. If however, as vou allege, be is inno- 
cent of any crime, and the proceedings are il- 
legal, it would be the more easy for him to pro- 
cute an acquital. In reference to the remark 
you attributed to me that “I would not advise 
Mr. Smith ever to trust himself in Missouri,” 'T 
can only say as I have heretofore said on many 
occasions, that I have never entertained a doubt 
that if Mr. Smith should submit to the laws of 
Missouri, that the vtmost latitude would be al- 
lowed him ir his defence, and the fullest jus- 
tice done him, andI only intended to refer (in 
the remark made to you when at my house,) 
to the rabble, and not to the 'aws of Missouri. 

Very much has been attributed to me in 
reference to General Smith, that is without 
foundation in truth, a knowledge of which fact 
enables me to receive whatI hear as coming 
from him, with great allowance. 

In conclusion, dear madam, I feel conscious 
when I assure you that all my official acts in 
reference to Mr. Smith, have been prompted by 
a strict sense of duty, and in discharge of that 
duty have studiously pursued that course, least 
likely to produce excitement and alarm, both 
in your community and the surrounding public, 

nd I wril here add thatI much regret being 
called upon to act at all, and that'I hope he 
will submit to the laws, and that justice will 
ultimately be done. 

Be pleased to present my best respects to 
Mrs. Smith and Miss-Snow, your companions 
while at Quincy, and accept of my highest re- 
gard for yourself, and best wishes for your pres- 
perity and happiness. 


Your obedient servant, 
THOMAS CARLIN. 
Mrs. Euma 


Tethe foregoing letter, Mrs. Smith sent the 
following by wav of answer. 
Nauvoo, August 27, 1842... 
To His Excellency, Thomas Carlin:— A 
Dear Sin—I received your letter of the 24th 
in due time, andnow tender you the sineere 


gratitude ef my heart, for the interest which ~~ 


have felt in my peace and and 
nd 
l- 


y tecvived and duly ‘oy 1 
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my friends also; and much regret your ill 
health, and still hope you will avail yourself of; 
sufficient time to investigate our cause, and 
thoroughly acquaint yourself of the illegality o 
the prosecution instituted against Mr. Smith; 
and I now certify that Mr, Smith, myself, nor 
any other person, to my knowledge, has ever, 
nor do we at this time wish your honor tec 
swerve from your duty, as an executive, in the 
least.But we do believe that it is your duty toal- 
low us in this place, the privilege and adyan- 
tages guaranteed to us by the lawé of this state 
and the United Stetes; this is all we ask, and 
if, we ever enjoy these rights unmolested, it will 
be the ultimate end of all our ambition; and 
the result will be peace and prosperity to us 
and all the surrounding country,as far as we are 
- concerned. Nor do we wish to take any un- 
due advantage of any intricate technicalities of 
law; but honorably and honestly fulfil all o 
the laws of this state, and of the United States, 
and then, in tarn,to have the benefits resulting 
from an honorable execution of those laws.— 
And now, your excellency will not consider 
me assuming sny unbecoming dictation, but 
recollect that the meny pursecutjons that hae 
been got up unjustly, and persued illegally, 
obliged me to know something for myself;— 
therefore, |et me refer you to the eleventh sec- 
tion of our City Charter; ‘‘All power is gran- 
ted tothe City Council, to make, ordain, fes- 
tablish and execute all ordinances not repug- 
sent to the Constitution of the state, or of the 
United States, or, as they may deem necessary 
for the peace and safety of said city.” Ac- 
cotdingly, there is an ordinance passed by the 
City Council to prevent our people from being 
carried off by an illegal process; and if any one 
thinks he is illegally seized, under this ordi- 
nance he claims the right of habeas corpus, 
under section seventeenth of the charter, to try 
the question of identity, which is strictly con- 
stitational. These powers are positively gran- 
ted in the charter over your own signature ;— 
and now, dear sir, where can be the justice in 
depriving us of these rights which are lawfully 
ours, as well asthey ere the lawful rights o 
the inhabitants of Qnincy and Springfield and 
. many other places where the citizens enjag the 
 adventages of such ordinancer, without contro- 
versy: With these considerations, and many 
miore which might be adduced, give us the 
privilege and we will show your Honor, and 
the world beeider, if required, that the Mr. 
‘Smith referred ‘to the demand from 


it ie not thé'Joseph Smith of Nauvoo, for he 
was Mispobri, beither is he described ia 


the Writ, according the law and 


that he is nota fugitive from ‘justice. Why 
hen be so strenuous to have my husband ta- 
ken, when you know him to be innocent of an 
Attempt on the life of Governor Boggs, and 
bat he is not a fugitive from justice? It ig not 
the fear of a just decision against him, that de- 
ters Mr. Smith from going into Missouri, but 
t is an actual knowledge that it was never in- 
tended thathe should havea fair trial. And 
now, sir, if you were not aware of the fact, I 
will acquaint you with it now, that there were 
Ifing in wait, between this place and Warsaw, 
twelve men from Jacksou county, Missouri, 
for the purpose-of taking Mr. Smith out of, the 
pande of the officers who might have him in 
custody; also those two men from Missoun, 
that were here with Messrs. King and Pitman, 
divulged the most illegal and infernal calcule- 
tions concerning taking Mr. Smith mte Mias-. 
ouri, the evidence of whieh, we ecan farnish 
you at any time, if required. And, dear sir, 
pur good feelings revolt at the suggestion, that 
your exceliency is acquainted with the unlaw- 
ful measures taken by those engaged in the 
prosecution; measures, which if justice was 
Jone to others, as it would be done to us, were 
eto commit as great errors in our proceed- 
ings, would subject all coneerned im the pros- 
cution to the penalty of the law, and shat with- 
but mercy. I admit sir, that it is next to an 
impessibility, for any one to know the extent 
of the tyrranny, treachery, and knavery of a 
great portion of the leading characters of the 
tate of Missouri; yet it only requires a know!l- 
of the Constitution of the United States, 
and Statute of the estate of Missouri, and a 
nowledge of the outrages committed by some 
of the inhabitants of that state upon the people ‘ 
called Mormons, aod that passed unpunished 
by the administrators of the law; to know thas 
there is not the least confidence to be placed 
nany of those men that were engaged in those 
disgraceful transactions. If the law was made 
for the lawless and disobedient, and punieh- 
mentnstituted for the guilty, why not exe- 
pute the Jaw upon those that havé transgressed 
it and punish those who have committed 
rime, and grant incouragement to the ipmo- 
cent, and liberality tv the industrious and pea- 
peable. And now IJ iatreat your honut to begr 
with me patiently, while ] ask, what good can 
accrue to this state or the United States, or any 
part of this state, or the United States, or to 
yourself, or any other individual, w eoptinue 
this prosecution upon this people, er upoo Mr- 
mith; @ prosecution that you are well eware, 
bs without any fouddation: or 
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Tam your most obedient servant, 
EMMA 

To His Excellency, Thomas Carlin, G 
of the State of Illinois. 

P. 8. Sir—You will pleaee tender my t 
respects and considerations to your wife an 
family, and tellthem I greatly desire to see 
them, with yourself, in our place as soon 
can be convenient. E. 8. 

- Quincy, September 7th, 1842. 
Dear Mapam:—Your letter of the 27th 
was delivered to me on Monday the 5th inst.; 
and I have not had time to answer it until sh 
eveping, and I now appropriate a few moments 
to the difficult task of replying satisfactori 
to its contents, every word of which evince 
your devotedness to the interest of your hy 
band and pouring forth the effusions ef 4 heart 
wholly hie. I am thus admonished that I can 
say nething that does not subserve hig inte 
that can poseibly be satisfactory to you; and 
before I proceed I will here repeat, my great 
regret that [ have been officially caliea upon te 
ect in reference to Mr. Smith, in any mann 
whatever. I doubt not, your candor, wher 
you say, you do not desire me, “ to swerve 
from my duty as executive in the least; and 
all you ask is to be allowed the privileges, and 
advantages gharranteed to you by the consti, 
tution and laws. You then refer me to the 
1ith section of the charter of the city of Nau 
voo, and claim for Mr. Smith, the right to 
heard by the Municipal Court of said city, un 
der a writ of Habeas Corpus emmanating ftor 
said court; when he was held in custody un 
der an executive warrant. The charter of th 
city of Nauvoo, is not before me at thie time 
but Ihave examined both the charters, and 
city ordinances upon the subject, and muet ex 
express my surprise at the extraordinary s 
sumption of power by the board of Aldermer 
ascontained in sajd ordinance; from my r 
collection of the charter if authurises the Mu 
nicipal Court to issue writs of Habeas. Corpus 
_iny all. cases of imprisonment, or custody, ari 
sing from the euthority of the ordinances a 
said city, ‘ba: that the power was granted, ot 
intended to be granted, to release persone hel 


‘by the courts, or the executive of the State, 
most absurd and ridiculous; and an attempt @ 
exercise it, iss gross usurpation of powef, 

that cannot be tolerated. I have always, 

pected, and desired, that Mr. Smith, shoul 
evail himself of the benefits of the laws of 


Btate, and, Gaya, 


Bis a burlesque the chartér itself. 


by Gen. Law, in reference Smith, 


Bfore the Manicipal Court of the vityof Natvoo, 


As to 
Mr. Smith’s guilt, or innocence of the crime 


Mcharged upon him, it is not my province to in- 
Mvestigate or determine, nor has any coart on 


earthejurisdiction of his case, but the courts of 
the state of Missouri; and as stated in my for- 


mm mer letter, both the constitution and laws pre- 
gyeume that each and every State in this Union, 
Bare competent to do justice to all who may be 


charged with crime committed in said State. 
Your information of twelve men from Jack- 

son County Mo. were lying in wait for Mr. 

Smith, between Naunoo and Warsaw, for the 


fm purpose of taking him out of the hands of the 


officers who might have himin custody, ‘and 
mardering him,is like many other marvellous 
stories that you hearin reference to him not 
one word of it trae, but [doubt not tnat your 
mind has been continually harrowed up with 
fears produced by that, and other equally 
groundless stories, that: that statement > true 
ie next to impossible, and your own judgment 
if you will but give itecope will soen ect you 
right in reference to it, if any of the citizens of 
Jackson had designed (@ murder Mr. Smith, 
they would not bave been so simple as 10 per- 
petrate the crime in Illinois, when he weuld 
necessarily be required to pass through tothe 
interior of the state of Missouri, where the op- 
portunity would have been so much better, and 
the proepect of escape much more certain; 
that it is like the statement made by, Mr. 
Smith’s firet messenger after his arrest to 
Meears. Ralston and Waren, saying, that I hed 


stated, that Mr. Smith should be surrendered 


to the authorities of Mo. dead or alive—not 
ene word of which was troe. I have not the 
most distant thought that any person in Llinois, 
or Missouri, contemplated personal imjary to 
Mr. Smith, by violence in any manner what- 
ever. I regret that I did not see Gen. Law, 
when last at Quincy, a. previous engagement 
upon business that could not be dispensed with 
prevented and occupied my attention that even- 
ing vatil dark, at half past one o'clock p, m., 
came home. and. learned that the Gen. had 


Mcalled to see. me, but the hurry of business anly 
in custody under the authority of writs issued a 


ed me about ten minutes time to gt. .my, 
difiner, end presnming that if he had 
of any,importance that be would remain; 


powet, \o reply to 8 question propossded: 


deed 


city until I returned. It may be proper 
a order to afford you all the satisfaction in my | 


i be 


ings. Mr. Smith is held accountable only, for 


the charg? as set forth in my warrant und 
which he was arrested. In conclusion you 
presume upon my owh knowledge of Mr. 
Smith’s innocence, and ask why the prosecu 
tion is continued against him. Here | must 
again appeal. to your own good judgment, and 
you will ba compelled to answer that it is im- 
possible I could kmow him to be innocent; and 
as before stated, it is not my province to 
investigate as to his guilt or innocence, bu 
could, I know.. him to be innocent, and 
werehe my ownason, I would never-the-less 
(and the more readily,) surrender him to the 
legally constituled authority to pronounee him 
innocent. 
With sentiments of high regard, 
and esteem, 
Your Obednt. Servant 
THOMAS CARLIN. 

Mrs,, Emma Smith. 


CON. FERENCE MINUTES. 


Of the Mistisvippi and Alabama confer- 
ences, held in Cypry, Tuscaloosa cownty, Ala., 
on the 12th of fpril, 1844. 

_ Conference was ofganized by calling elder 

Benjemia L. Clapp to the chair, and appointing 

elder John Brown clerk. 

' The president then arose and stated the ob- 

_ ject of the meeting and gave some valuable in- 

struction to the saints. 

Conference then adjourned until to-morrow 
o’ Clock. 

Saterday 13th, conference met pursuant te 

adjournment, a hymn waesung, end the throne 

of yrace addressed by the president; after which 
the following branches were represented. 

Cypry branch, represented by George W. 
Steward, consisting of 50 members, two elders, 
one prirst, one teacher and one. deacon, all: in 

good standing. 

Bogtiechétto branch, represented*by L. J. Ut. 
ly, consisting of 22-members, two elders one 
priest, one teacher and one deacon, all in good 
standing. 

Pleasant Springs branch, represented by 
Charles M. Jobneon, consisting of 23:members, 

elders, one priest and one teacher, all in 


"good Standing. 
ig Running Tiger branch, represented by James 
* )Mv-Flake, consisting of 15 members, one elder, 
art good standing. 

Reaning Weterbranch, represented by - B. 
“B. Clapp, consiating of 29 members, two e 
Can; all-in good standing. 

j Fiat’ Wood branch, represented by 


36 members, ‘two 
in good standing, 


meeting by dnging and 


Five Mile branch, represented by Juththan 
Avrett, consisting of 17 members, one elder, 
one priest and one teacher, all in good stan- 


ing. 
Resolved, That brother Benjamin Mathews, 
James Ritchie, Juththan Avrett and Aidgustus 

Skinner,be ordained elders, and brother Rodol- 
phus Keeth, be ordained « priest; after which 
they were ordained under the hands of elders 


Clapp and Johnson. 
he president then srose and gave some val- 


nable instruction to the young elders, urging 
them to stick close to the first principles of the 
yospel; also showing the inconsistancy of 

dung elders trying to explain John’s seven 
héaded and ten horned monster, and such like 
things that occur in the scriptures; be also gave 
netructions on the use of the gifts of the spirit- 

Resolved, That this conference withdraw the 
hand of fellowship from elder Amos Hodges, 
for refusing to attend the conference to answer 


y'a charge prefered against him. 
Official members present, seven elders two 


priests, three teachers and two deacons. 
Conference adjourned tor fifteen minutes. 


Conference assembled egain; prayer by elder 


ohnson. 
The president then addressed the conference 


on the subject of the gathering, and building 
the Temple and Nauvoo House, showing the 
outhern brethren the pains and labérs of the 
brethren in Nauvoo.to build those houses; al- 
though many of them have been robbed two or 
three times. He urged the necessity of the 
whole body being equally engaged in keeping 
the commandments of God, even in building 
an house unto the Lord, in fulfilment of the 
prophets who have spoke of the great work. of 
God in the last.days, He also urged the eouth- 
ern brethren totake the Nanvoo papers, that 
they might be able to successfully meet the 
slang that is hurled forth against the truth. 
Resolwed, That a copy of these minutee be 
transmitted to the editor of the Times and Sea- 


ona for publication. ~ 
Conference then adjourned till the 12th day 


of July next, to be he'd in Noxby bounty, Mis- 
sissippi. 


BENJAMIN L. Prest.: 
Joux Browns, Clerk. 


Minuics of a general confer conference of the elders of 
the church of Jesus. Christ of.Latter day Saints, 

1004 Weakly county, Tennessee, 
Conference met in the court house, accord- 


ittg to previous appointment. Elder A. O. 
Smoot, wee appointed president;*and D. P. 


lainey secretary. Avbyma was sung; after 
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| 
| 
| 
| 


$74 


brief manner stated the object of the meeting ; 
and gave general instructiong to the elden 
present. . 

He then presented General Joseph Smith of 
Nauvoo, Iifinois, as a stitable—candidate ‘for 
the presidency of the United States; present- 
ing the General’s ‘:views-on the»powers and 
poliey of the government,’ with his claims on 
thie government, for the considegation of all 
present; and then the conference adjourned. 

About this. time, a mob of some two hut 
dred persons, assembied at the door, and rush- 
ed into the house amonget.men,.women, and 
children, led on byza certain lawyer of the 
baser sort, by the name of {M. D. Caidwal 
Doct. Bell, Constable Wilbanks, Sheriff Ridg- 
way, Esq. Latha, A:. Gardner: and others, 
honorable peace officers, gworn to support the 
constitution. The constitution . guaranteeing, 
the privilege to aj} men, of worshipping Al- 
mighty God according to the dictates of their 
owa conseience. Alse, the privilege of citi- 
zens to offer for president, &c. &c. . But our 
firmness caused them to reeede. However the 
Sheriff in a trembling. vaice, said the people® 
were oppasod to our- holding meetings there» 
and thre was a fair sample of their decision. 

But soon we were invited to the houses o 
of some of the most honorable men in the place, 
Accordiogly we met and held a mecting for she 
afternuan, at the house.of Mr. John E. Ray. 
H. D. Bays spoke at length on-the literal fa 
filment ef prophesy. D.-P’. Rainey follow 
with a discourse on the first principles of the 
gospel, followed by Eldér W. L. Cutler. Ad 
journedw 

26th. Met at. Brother William’e camp. D. 
P. Rainey opened the meeting by singing and 
prayer. Elder Wm. L. Catler delivered 4 lec- 
ture om the literal fulblment of prophésy.— 
Bro’s A. Young, J. Mount, and S. Heath, ar- 
rived about 19 o'clock. Conference adjourn- 
ed. Metat 3o%’elock. Elder A. 0. Smioot 
delivered an interesting discourse on the resur- 
rection. Conference adjourned till 7 ‘o’clock, 
Met pursuant to adjournment; when by re- 
quest, Elder A. Young delivered a lecture on 
the party politics, as taughs by aspiring dem 
gogues of the present, day; those of. the domi- 
nant parties now before the people of the Unit 
States.’ He then presented the “views ¢ 
General Smith on the powers end policy of the 
Government,” te the conference and contrast- 
ed them: concluding his remarks with an api- 
mated eulogium on Gen. Jacksons administra- 

tiem and, held him to the standard of 
r adjourned. 97 


ro, 


thi 


hie. 
Camp 
ct. ‘After rhich 


it was decided that this conference have three 
ttrousand copies of Gen. Smith’s views printed 
or immediate distribution. Fourteen elders 

Conference adjourned. 

* A, 0. SMOOT, Chairman. * 
Ix P. Raingy, Secretary. 

Minutes of a conference of the Charch of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Sarnts, held at Preston, 


Halifax Co. Province of Nove Scotia, actord- - 
. ing to previows appointment, April 5th, 1844. . 


Conference met at 10 o’clock ; and after sing- 
ng and prayer, Elder Robert Dicksdn present- 

ed before the. meeting the object of the confer- 
ence.. 

Conference was then organized by appoint- 
ing Elder R. Dickson, Chairman, and Elder 
Edward Cooke Clerk. 

The right hand of fellowship was withdrawn 
from Samuel Crow, Tobias J. Miller, Sarah 


Miller, George W. Miller, and George G. Dee- ; 


brack. 
« Conferenee adjourned at 6 o’clock, to. meet 
again at 7P. M. 


Resolved, That bro. RéBert Gordon be or- 
dained to the office of deacon of this branch. 

Bro. Gordon was then accordingly ordained 
under. the hands ot Elders Dickson, Cooke and 
Skerry. 

Representation of  branehes.—The Preston 
branch represented by Elder Cooke;-consists of 
11 members, 2 of them doubtfut, Felder, 1 
priest, 1 teacher, and I pers 3 having been 
cut off asabove. . 


The Halifax branch ‘by. Elder - 


Dickson, consists of 14members, 2 of . them 
doubtful, 2 elders, and 1 deacon;.2 cut off as 
above. . 

4 members at Onslow, Colchester ca., N .S., 
represented by Eider Dickson. . 


6 members at Popes Harbor and | elder; also . 


2 members: Sheet Harbor, represented: by 
Elder Dickson, 2!! baptized by him. 
Resolced, That the saints uphold the 
presidency by their prayers. . 
Resopived, That a copy of the minutes-of this. 
conference, be tranemitéed to Nauvoo, for pub-.. 
in the Times and Seasons. 


Sactement of the Lords supper was then 


administered. | 


Dickson. 
The. minutes 
Sad: accepted. 


erence 


iow 


er 


were blessed uncer the hands 


4 


conference were réads 


| 
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